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REOPENING SHUTTERED HOSPITALS TO EXPAND SURGE CAPACITY:
BIOTERRORISM AND OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES - TOOLS
AND MODELS FOR PLANNING AND PREPAREDNESS

Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Greater Boston and Massachusetts were used as prototypes to evaluate
the feasibility of, and requirements for, reopening a shuttered hospital to expand surge capacity during an
urban mass casualty event. Massachusetts health planners previously identified the need for 150-250 additional
beds for a surge event; this is the scale of operation explored in this project. Other communities may be
considering this option as well. Our objective was to develop tools to help planners determine whether this
option is feasible in their local communities and to carry out the advance planning and preparation that would
be required. AEer considering several candidate facilities, conducting careful walk-throughs and assessments
of two candidate facilities, and discussing options with the owners of several others in the greater Boston area,
we concluded that the following factors would help emergency planners evaluate candidate shuttered hospitals
and determine the most likely candidates for surge capacity expansion: A completely abandoned hospital that
has been vacant for many years would likely have been stripped of anything saleable and will no longer have
working utilities, fire and life safety systems, or even possibly water and sanitation fixtures. Thus a totally
shuttered facility cannot safely be converted to inpatient care in a timely manner; Location and the relative
local value of the real estate involved may indicate the likelihood that a facility will remain empty and available
or be converted to other purposes such as condominiums or assisted living; Similarly, a shuttered hospital may
have an uncertain ownership status, may be owned by a city or a developer, or may be part of a bankruptcy
proceeding. Uncertain or changing ownership may mean that no one is legally able to negotiate...
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