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illustrated. 1909. Excerpt: . . . functions. But so extremely intricate is the chemistry of the substances involved
that in no single case has the exact nature of the metabolisms wrought by these organs been fully made out.
Each is in its way a chemical laboratory indispensable to the right conduct of the organism, but the precise
nature of its operations remains inscrutable. The vast importance of the operations of these intermediate
organs is unquestioned. A consideration of the functions of that other set of organs known collectively as the
nervous system is reserved for a later chapter. VI THEORIES OF ORGANIC EVOLUTION GOETHE AND THE
METAMORPHOSIS OF PARTS WHEN Coleridge said of Humphry Davy that he might have been the greatest poet
of his time had he not chosen rather to be the greatest chemist, it is possible that the enthusiasm of the friend
outweighed the caution of the critic. But however that may be, it is beyond dispute that the man who actually
was the greatest poet of that time might easily have taken the very highest rank as a scientist had not the muse
distracted his attention. Indeed, despite these distractions, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe achieved successes in
the field of pure science that would insure permanent recognition for his name had he never written a stanza of
poetry. Such is the versatility that marks the highest genius. It was in 1790 that Goethe published the work that
laid the foundations of his scientific reputation--the work on the...
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